
Gravel management 
in our rivers

MORE INFORMATION

Northland Regional 

Council River Management 

staff can be contacted on 

0800 002 004 for advice 

on gravel management 

and compliance with the 

RWSP.   Information is also 

available on the council’s 

website:  

www.nrc.govt.nz/rwsp 

To manage risk associated with gravel management, our staff 

also keep a database of gravel management enquiries and 

activities.

SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT
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Contact us: 
Öpua Office

Unit 10, Öpua Marine Park,  

Öpua 0200.

T: 09 402 7516 | F: 09 402 7510

Kaitäia Office

192 Commerce Street,  

Kaitäia 0410.

T: 09 408 6600 | F: 09 408 6601

Telephone: 09 438 4639  Facsimile: 09 438 0012

Email: mailroom@nrc.govt.nz

Freephone: 0800 002 004

24/7 Environmental Hotline: 0800 504 639

Website: www.nrc.govt.nz

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NorthlandRegionalCouncil

Twitter: www.twitter.com/NRCExpress

Rivers

Dargaville Office

61B Victoria Street,  

Dargaville 0310.

T: 09 439 3300 | F: 09 439 3301

Main Office

36 Water Street, Whängärei.

Private Bag 9021, Whängärei  

Mail Centre, Whängärei 0148

THE RULES

Many people incorrectly believe gravel management is illegal in 

Northland.

In fact, Northland has many rivers where managing the build up 

of gravel may be beneficial in some circumstances and our rules 

either permit this (subject to certain criteria) or allow resource 

consent to be sought.

Gravel is also removed under river management schemes – 

including Kaihü and Kaeo – and in these cases, is typically funded 

by targeted river management rates.

However, in assessing 

possible benefits 

of any gravel 

management, careful 

thought needs to be 

given to a number of 

factors, including cost, 

what’s potentially at 

risk and cultural and 

environmental factors.

Each case is unique and before work starts, you need to check 

it will meet the ‘permitted activity’ rules and standards spelt out 

in the Regional Water and Soil Plan for Northland – for more 

information go to www.nrc.govt.nz/rwsp 

Where these standards can’t be met – or in some other 

circumstances – you cannot take gravel without getting a 

resource consent first.  The latter includes river/drainage schemes, 

some rivers with outstanding values and any activity that can’t 

meet permitted activity criteria for maintaining the free flow of 

water in a river or stream.

Other Water and Soil Plan (RWSP) rules limit gravel extraction for 

private use to 100 cubic metres in any 12 month period.  (Taking 

more than this also requires resource consent, although this limit 

doesn’t apply when the gravel is being taken to maintain the free 

flow of water.)

www.nrc.govt.nz/rwsp
www.nrc.govt.nz
www.facebook.com/NorthlandRegionalCouncil
www.twitter.com/NRCExpress
www.nrc.govt.nz/rwsp


THE BENEFITS

Done correctly, gravel extraction can: 

•	 Reduce riverbank erosion; 

•	 Reduce flooding and sedimentation; 

•	 Lessen the risks to people, stock and property; and 

•	 Help keep important roading and other transport networks 

open.

Formation of ‘gravel islands’ and other sediment build-up can 

divert the flow of water into river and streambanks, eroding 

them and allowing sediment to escape downstream.  From 

there, it travels into our harbours, where it can become a 

serious pollutant, smothering shellfish and other marine life.  

Gravel build-up also reduces the amount of water a river can 

carry in a flood, worsening the risk to humans and stock and 

causing damage/disruption to private and public property, 

roading and rail networks. 

Locals in some flood-affected parts of Northland suggest the 

build-up of gravel in our rivers has worsened in recent times, 

attributing this to a reduction in the amount of gravel being 

taken – or in some cases – none being taken at all.  

Interestingly, gravel build-up has far more influence on the 

outcome of the more regular, smaller floods common to 

Northland, than it does in less-frequent, but much larger 

storms.  (This is because larger events like ex-Tropical Cyclone 

Wilma involve such huge volumes of water that rivers would 

spill their banks anyway – irrespective of any gravel build-up.)

A build up of gravel and other sediment worsening 
erosion along the Waihou River.

A gravel bar and island are both restricting 
flow and worsening erosion at this spot on 

the Waitangi River.

Gravel from Northland’s rivers has historically been 

put to a variety of uses right around our region, 

from roading to landscaping.

Taking river gravel is less common than it used to 

be – but can still offer significant environmental, 

economic and other benefits in some areas.
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